
DVAMS Study Details 
 
Title:   
Stroke survivor volunteers required for short (10-15 min approx) online study ( www.xvams.com ): 
 
Brief Description: 
A new, tablet/computer-based tool has been developed to assess mood in stroke patients with communication 
problems; the tool uses sliders to animate facial expressions between mood states. The scales (Dynamic Visual 
Analogue Mood Scales - DVAMS) now need validating in a small sample of stroke survivors without significant 
aphasia. 
 
Further details: 
Stroke survivors  are at particularly high risk of depression or other mood problems, and this may substantially affect 
a person’s recovery. Evidence suggests that people with communication problems due to aphasia are particularly at 
risk, yet there are few instruments to assess mood in people with severe communication difficulties. There is 
therefore a need to develop screening measures to assess mood in people whose ability to communicate is severely 
impaired or absent.   
 
Dynamic Visual Analogue Mood Scales (D-VAMS) is the end result of a 3 year project to develop such an assessment 
instrument. It is based on facial expressions of a number of emotions, which can be changed using a slider. 
 
A validation study is now underway to assess the scales. For this essential  study, we need volunteer stroke survivors 
to complete a task of approximately 10-15 minutes. Participants should be English-speakers who are over 18 years 
of age, have had a stroke within the last five years, and are capable of giving informed consent. People with some 
aphasia may take part if they are able to understand written or spoken English, as this is required to perform the 
task.  
 
If you fit these criteria - or know somebody who does - you/ they may take part in the study via the  
DVAMS project portal at: http://www.xvams.com.  If a volunteer does not have an internet connection, a home visit 
with a tablet or laptop can be arranged by our researchers if they are within the Nottingham area, UK. 
 
In order to take part you will need to create a username and password on the portal website. A valid email address is 
required, but it will be used only by the project experimenter or supervisor, and only to contact you regarding the 
experiment if necessary, in line with ethics committee requirements.  
 
This study has been approved by the University of Nottingham, Faculty of Medicine & Health Sciences Ethics 
Committee. It is hoped that this tool will be useful in screening for depression and other mood problems after stroke 
in patients who have serious communication problems as a result of aphasia. 
 
Further information about the experiment and a downloadable information sheet is available here: 
http://www.xvams.com/about.aspx  

Your participation is greatly appreciated. 
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